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Section 1: Introduction 
 

 

1.1 Introduction 

 

HOLEX have commissioned a research project, funded by FETL, to present geographical 

reach of the existing adult community education offer. This covers participation by 

demographic factors of ethnicity, gender, age and skills level with the data being matched to 

other data sources such as indices of deprivation. 

 

The primary data sources used within this report is the individualised learner record which 

records publicly funded learning in England. The data covers learning undertaking during the 

academic years between 2016/17 and 2018/19. The data was supplied by the Department 

for Education using the Office of National Statistics Secure Research Service. The figures 

presented in this report are rounded to the nearest 10 and any figure less than 10 has been 

suppressed.  

 

The Community Learning section covers all learners and learning aims which are recorded 

under the community learning funding model. This includes all providers that deliver this 

provision (259 providers in 2018/19 of which 131 were local authorities). There are 

approximately 2,400 instances of community learning missing from the final data return for 

the 2017/18 academic year due to a submission error for three providers. 

 

The Adult Education Budget section focuses on learners and learning aims funded via the 

Adult Education Budget excluding Community Learning. This section focuses on delivery by 

Local Authority Providers and only includes those which pass the funding qualifying period.  

 

The table below summarises the number of learners/apprenticeships attending Local 

Authorities by funding model. The figures in brackets show the number of Local Authorities. 

 

Number of Learners/Apprenticeships at Local Authorities by Funding Model 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14)  

2016/17 2017/18 2018/19

Community Learning 358,110 (134) 330,080 (132) 319,640 (131)

Adult Education Budget 

(Excl. Community Learning)
116,950 (130) 119,700 (130) 116,670 (128)

16-19 Funded 5,280 (69) 5,070 (65) 4,570 (59)

Apprenticeships 15,480 (75) 13,530 (75) 11,910 (75)

Advanced Learner Loans 3,830 (69) 3,220 (62) 2,860 (60)
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Section 2: Community Learning 
 

Section 2 shows the profile of learners taking Community Learning between 2016/17 and 

2018/19. There were 259 providers delivering this provision in 2018/19 of which 131 were 

local authorities. 

 

2.1 Overall 
 

Total Number of Community Learners by Year 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 

 
Participation in Community Learning by Year 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) & England population mid-year 

estimates  
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Total Number of Community Learning Enrolments by Year 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 

 
Total Number of Community Learning Delivery Location by Year (Unique Delivery Postcodes) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 
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2.2 Age Band 
 

Percentage of Learners by Age Band (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 

 
Trends in Learner Numbers by Age Band 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 
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Percentage Change between 2016/17 & 2018/19 by Age Band 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 & 2018/19 (R14) 

 
 
 

Proportion of learners by Sex for each Age Band (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 
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2.3 Ethnicity 
 

Percentage of Learners by Ethnicity- Broad Groups (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 

 
Trends in Learner Numbers by Broad Ethnic Group

 
 Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 
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Percentage Change between 2016/17 & 2018/19 by Broad Ethnic Groups 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 & 2018/19 (R14) 
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Number of Learners by Ethnicity 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 

  

2016/17 2017/18 2018/19
2019/20 

(Part Year)

English / Welsh / Scottish / Northern Irish / British 356,510 333,180 323,920 191,910

Irish 4,510 4,590 4,400 2,640

Gypsy or Irish Traveller 480 380 380 210

Any Other White background 39,640 38,280 37,210 22,730

White Total 401,140 376,420 365,920 217,480

White and Black Caribbean 3,040 2,950 2,880 1,630

White and Black African 1,910 1,860 1,830 1,090

White and Asian 2,470 2,480 2,620 1,700

Any Other Mixed / multiple ethnic background 3,990 4,050 4,250 2,590

Mixed / Multiple Ethnic Group Total 11,400 11,330 11,580 7,030

Indian 13,410 12,570 12,970 7,330

Pakistani 18,810 17,960 17,350 9,890

Bangladeshi 8,370 8,440 8,090 4,390

Chinese 4,270 4,330 4,110 2,390

Any other Asian Background 10,120 10,090 9,970 6,140

Asian / Asian British - Total 54,970 53,390 52,470 30,140

African 18,040 17,130 17,360 10,320

Caribbean 8,010 7,580 7,400 3,960

Any other Black / African / Caribbean background 3,580 3,180 3,120 1,930

Black / African / Caribbean / Black British - Total 29,620 27,900 27,880 16,220

Arab 5,890 6,470 7,060 4,380

Any other ethnic group 10,450 10,730 11,210 7,290

Other ethnic group - Total 16,340 17,200 18,270 11,670

Not provided 22,280 15,840 14,180 18,990

Grand Total 535,760 502,070 490,300 301,520
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2.4 Sex 
 

Percentage of Learners by Sex (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 

 
 

Trends in Learner Numbers by Sex 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 
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Percentage Change between 2016/17 & 2018/19 by Sex 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 & 2018/19 (R14) 
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2.5 Deprivation 
 

Percentage of Learners by Deprivation Decile (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) and Indices of Deprivation 2019 

 
 

Percentage of Learners by Deprivation Decile (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) and Indices of Deprivation 2019 
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2.6 Provider Type 
 

Percentage of Learners by Provider Type (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 

 
 
 
Based on the 2018/19 ESFA Allocations SDIs (Special Designated Institutions) include Fircroft College 
Of Adult Education, Mary Ward Settlement, Morley College Limited, Northern College For Residential 
Adult Education Limited (The), Richmond and Hillcroft Adult and Community College, The City Literary 
Institute, Workers' Educational Association (WEA) and Working Men's College Corporation. WEA 
account for just under half of the SDI Community Learning Allocation in 2018/19.  
 
Providers within the ‘Other’ category include schools, Universities and private organisations.  
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Trends in Learner Numbers by Provider Type 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 

 
Percentage Change between 2016/17 & 2018/19 by Provider Type 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 & 2018/19 (R14) 
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Proportion of learners by Sex for each Provider Type (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 

 
Proportion of learners by Age Band for each Provider Type (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 
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2.7 Subject 
 

Number of Enrolments by Subject (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 
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Percentage Change between 2016/17 & 2018/19 by Subject 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 & 2018/19 (R14) 
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2.8 Community Learning Type 
 

Number of Enrolments by Community Learning Type (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 

 
 

Percentage Change between 2016/17 & 2018/19 by Community Learning Type 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 & 2018/19 (R14) 
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2.9 Learner Home Region 
 

Percentage of Population on Community Learning by Region (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 

 
Percentage Change between 2016/17 & 2018/19 by Region 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 & 2018/19(R14) 
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2.10 Rural Urban Classification 
 

Percentage of Learners by Rural Urban Classification (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 

 
Trends in Learner Numbers by Rural Urban Classification 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 
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Percentage Change between 2016/17 & 2018/19 by Rural Urban Classification 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 & 2018/19 (R14) 
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2.11 Geographical Analysis 
 

Number of Learners by Local Authority District (2018/19) 

Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 
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Number of Learners as a percentage of 18-64 Population by Local Authority District (2018/19) 

Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) & Mid-Year Population Estimates 
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Percentage Change between 2016/17 and 2018/19  

Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 & 2018/19 (R14) 
  



HOLEX:  The Reach and Scope of ACE Provision 
 

 

 

26 

 
 

 

 

 
 Indices of Deprivation 

Source: Indices of Deprivation 2019  
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Number of Delivery Locations Population by Local Authority District (2018/19)  

Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 
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Number of 

Learners

Learners as 

a % 18-64 

Population

Number of 

Enrolments
% Female % Over 35 % BAME % Deprived

East Midlands

Derby 2,100 1.4% 3,200 66% 67% 24% 49%

Leicester 3,790 1.7% 7,480 76% 71% 50% 40%

Nottingham 3,070 1.4% 5,050 80% 70% 45% 65%

Rutland 530 2.4% 1,120 72% 81% 5% 0%

Derbyshire 6,250 1.3% 12,850 75% 78% 3% 13%

Leicestershire 4,940 1.2% 9,110 73% 77% 14% 3%

Lincolnshire 8,060 1.9% 12,050 63% 64% 2% 22%

Northamptonshire 6,180 1.4% 8,060 74% 77% 11% 19%

Nottinghamshire 8,740 1.8% 13,990 75% 75% 5% 22%

East of England

Bedford 550 0.5% 740 62% 73% 26% 24%

Central Bedfordshire 800 0.5% 1,170 63% 78% 10% 3%

Luton 3,310 2.5% 4,300 72% 64% 62% 38%

Peterborough 1,090 0.9% 1,500 77% 68% 24% 50%

Southend-on-Sea 1,410 1.3% 2,610 73% 81% 8% 24%

Thurrock 1,400 1.3% 2,050 85% 69% 21% 12%

Cambridgeshire 6,910 1.8% 10,060 73% 80% 8% 3%

Essex 12,350 1.4% 20,990 74% 78% 8% 10%

Hertfordshire 6,680 0.9% 9,340 73% 81% 20% 3%

Norfolk 6,180 1.2% 8,710 63% 75% 4% 16%

Suffolk 6,770 1.6% 9,610 69% 68% 8% 17%

London

Barking and Dagenham 1,390 1.1% 2,360 78% 66% 59% 60%

Barnet 3,560 1.5% 6,990 78% 79% 38% 4%

Bexley 2,010 1.3% 3,470 80% 77% 23% 4%

Brent 2,840 1.3% 5,400 78% 74% 54% 23%

Bromley 3,420 1.7% 6,050 79% 84% 15% 7%

Camden 6,510 3.6% 12,420 77% 78% 42% 21%

City of London 300 5.2% 710 74% 88% 21% 0%

Croydon 2,340 1.0% 3,870 75% 76% 42% 14%

Ealing 2,920 1.3% 5,850 76% 77% 36% 14%

Enfield 2,770 1.3% 5,160 82% 73% 46% 33%

Greenwich 4,370 2.3% 7,500 74% 75% 42% 21%

Hackney 4,540 2.3% 7,480 78% 64% 38% 41%

Hammersmith and Fulham 3,240 2.5% 7,420 77% 78% 33% 17%

Haringey 4,840 2.6% 8,820 78% 74% 35% 29%

Harrow 2,640 1.7% 4,370 78% 78% 56% 1%

Havering 1,650 1.1% 2,580 75% 78% 20% 9%

Hillingdon 2,300 1.2% 3,920 82% 72% 42% 3%

Hounslow 2,260 1.3% 4,320 78% 82% 34% 7%

Islington 4,130 2.3% 7,850 75% 75% 32% 25%

Kensington and Chelsea 2,230 2.2% 4,240 76% 81% 37% 32%

Kingston upon Thames 1,560 1.4% 3,410 79% 81% 23% 1%

Lambeth 6,200 2.6% 10,120 72% 74% 42% 19%

Lewisham 4,150 2.0% 7,700 77% 75% 34% 18%

Merton 2,070 1.6% 4,000 73% 78% 36% 2%

Newham 2,090 0.9% 4,040 79% 66% 63% 26%

Redbridge 3,210 1.7% 5,480 78% 78% 57% 4%

Richmond upon Thames 4,020 3.3% 6,940 76% 86% 12% 1%

Southwark 5,080 2.2% 8,720 74% 70% 38% 20%

Sutton 1,430 1.1% 2,450 83% 73% 31% 8%

Tower Hamlets 4,150 1.8% 8,190 75% 61% 47% 30%

Waltham Forest 3,110 1.7% 5,220 77% 78% 40% 17%

Wandsworth 3,760 1.6% 7,340 77% 76% 36% 5%

Westminster 3,790 2.1% 7,240 76% 78% 46% 22%

2.12 Local Authority Summary (2018/19) 
 
 
 

  

Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 
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Number of 

Learners

Learners as 

a % 18-64 

Population

Number of 

Enrolments
% Female % Over 35 % BAME % Deprived

North East

County Durham 6,440 2.0% 10,160 65% 67% 1% 45%

Darlington 1,070 1.7% 1,460 67% 67% 7% 34%

Gateshead 2,550 2.1% 4,600 72% 70% 14% 40%

Hartlepool 1,050 1.9% 1,410 69% 53% 9% 67%

Middlesbrough 2,820 3.3% 3,590 72% 61% 32% 65%

Newcastle upon Tyne 2,410 1.2% 4,880 73% 67% 30% 52%

North Tyneside 970 0.8% 1,540 69% 70% 4% 27%

Northumberland 1,070 0.6% 1,690 67% 80% 2% 20%

Redcar and Cleveland 1,160 1.5% 1,590 72% 69% 8% 46%

South Tyneside 1,800 2.0% 3,970 69% 68% 19% 55%

Stockton-on-Tees 1,790 1.5% 2,680 65% 59% 22% 51%

Sunderland 2,660 1.6% 4,460 70% 71% 5% 47%

North West

Blackburn with Darwen 2,630 3.0% 4,080 73% 66% 45% 70%

Blackpool 1,960 2.4% 2,930 58% 65% 3% 78%

Bolton 2,250 1.3% 3,870 69% 62% 50% 68%

Bury 1,420 1.3% 2,090 68% 68% 35% 40%

Cheshire East 2,890 1.3% 3,760 67% 74% 7% 19%

Cheshire West and Chester 2,650 1.3% 4,230 72% 77% 4% 18%

Halton 1,650 2.2% 2,380 74% 58% 12% 64%

Knowsley 2,110 2.3% 2,770 76% 62% 7% 71%

Liverpool 9,780 3.0% 13,050 70% 61% 30% 81%

Manchester 7,840 2.1% 15,530 74% 61% 67% 78%

Oldham 3,410 2.5% 6,440 77% 68% 55% 70%

Rochdale 2,510 1.9% 3,510 79% 57% 56% 74%

Salford 1,810 1.1% 3,210 59% 65% 28% 65%

Sefton 2,870 1.8% 3,660 70% 78% 6% 45%

St. Helens 1,160 1.1% 2,030 69% 68% 11% 49%

Stockport 830 0.5% 1,320 74% 69% 31% 29%

Tameside 1,060 0.8% 1,770 70% 61% 35% 62%

Trafford 800 0.6% 1,240 73% 76% 35% 21%

Warrington 1,770 1.4% 3,390 73% 70% 5% 23%

Wigan 1,310 0.7% 2,060 69% 62% 29% 39%

Wirral 3,430 1.8% 4,710 70% 60% 10% 63%

Cumbria 4,110 1.4% 6,330 70% 76% 5% 26%

Lancashire 14,420 2.0% 21,640 72% 72% 18% 37%

South East

Bracknell Forest 2,780 3.7% 4,370 77% 66% 9% 0%

Brighton and Hove 1,800 0.9% 2,850 74% 78% 17% 21%

Buckinghamshire 4,070 1.3% 6,870 78% 83% 14% 0%

Isle of Wight 700 0.9% 1,040 80% 77% 3% 15%

Medway 2,230 1.3% 3,430 78% 75% 11% 23%

Milton Keynes 1,940 1.2% 2,870 78% 68% 25% 9%

Portsmouth 2,530 1.8% 4,420 73% 73% 15% 25%

Reading 1,630 1.5% 1,940 80% 57% 33% 12%

Slough 1,030 1.1% 1,650 77% 67% 68% 9%

Southampton 1,550 0.9% 2,410 74% 61% 34% 40%

West Berkshire 1,750 1.9% 2,250 71% 69% 8% 1%

Windsor and Maidenhead 1,510 1.7% 2,370 76% 80% 18% 0%

Wokingham 1,690 1.7% 2,810 75% 85% 13% 0%

East Sussex 3,740 1.2% 5,890 78% 77% 8% 20%

Hampshire 9,150 1.1% 14,600 74% 81% 6% 6%

Kent 14,920 1.6% 24,800 77% 81% 7% 13%

Oxfordshire 5,660 1.4% 8,320 73% 76% 13% 5%

Surrey 13,340 1.9% 24,440 74% 83% 10% 1%

West Sussex 4,070 0.8% 6,440 73% 87% 4% 3%

Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 



HOLEX:  The Reach and Scope of ACE Provision 
 

 

 

30 

 
 

 

 

  

Number of 

Learners

Learners as 

a % 18-64 

Population

Number of 

Enrolments
% Female % Over 35 % BAME % Deprived

South West

Bath and North East Somerset 620 0.5% 950 68% 76% 10% 8%

Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole 2,360 1.0% 3,480 68% 83% 9% 17%

Bristol, City of 2,320 0.7% 3,200 68% 59% 34% 52%

Cornwall 4,100 1.3% 7,170 77% 87% 2% 10%

Dorset 1,640 0.8% 2,350 70% 81% 4% 8%

Isles of Scilly 170 12.9% 210 71% 76% 0% 0%

North Somerset 980 0.8% 1,660 60% 68% 11% 38%

Plymouth 2,220 1.4% 4,100 69% 64% 12% 41%

South Gloucestershire 960 0.6% 1,430 73% 72% 15% 3%

Swindon 730 0.5% 950 68% 65% 34% 25%

Torbay 1,060 1.4% 2,040 75% 82% 5% 25%

Wiltshire 1,300 0.5% 2,240 78% 79% 6% 2%

Devon 5,160 1.1% 8,030 72% 79% 3% 6%

Gloucestershire 3,870 1.0% 6,650 70% 74% 12% 20%

Somerset 4,010 1.3% 4,720 76% 76% 3% 8%

West Midlands

Birmingham 6,780 1.0% 12,000 72% 62% 56% 67%

Coventry 2,760 1.2% 7,150 79% 77% 29% 23%

Dudley 3,060 1.6% 5,100 71% 74% 25% 34%

Herefordshire, County of 1,060 1.0% 2,070 70% 80% 2% 9%

Sandwell 1,910 1.0% 3,180 74% 66% 50% 66%

Shropshire 1,690 0.9% 2,600 70% 73% 4% 10%

Solihull 750 0.6% 1,380 73% 75% 15% 14%

Stoke-on-Trent 2,850 1.8% 3,650 71% 54% 32% 68%

Telford and Wrekin 1,080 1.0% 1,710 78% 66% 16% 34%

Walsall 1,590 1.0% 3,590 70% 65% 44% 69%

Wolverhampton 3,130 2.0% 4,610 71% 66% 55% 67%

Staffordshire 5,420 1.0% 8,710 72% 67% 7% 12%

Warwickshire 2,650 0.8% 4,470 75% 72% 12% 7%

Worcestershire 3,990 1.2% 6,980 68% 75% 8% 19%

Yorkshire and The Humber

Barnsley 1,500 1.0% 3,470 72% 73% 3% 46%

Bradford 4,210 1.3% 7,300 79% 64% 57% 65%

Calderdale 3,710 3.0% 6,120 72% 67% 16% 42%

Doncaster 2,770 1.5% 4,100 75% 61% 10% 55%

East Riding of Yorkshire 2,320 1.2% 4,430 71% 84% 3% 9%

Kingston upon Hull, City of 1,190 0.7% 2,040 76% 63% 19% 60%

Kirklees 2,290 0.9% 3,170 78% 66% 42% 48%

Leeds 8,540 1.7% 14,650 69% 65% 42% 57%

North East Lincolnshire 1,190 1.3% 1,720 67% 59% 7% 55%

North Lincolnshire 800 0.8% 1,750 73% 79% 8% 28%

Rotherham 3,220 2.1% 5,970 76% 67% 15% 48%

Sheffield 4,130 1.1% 7,790 78% 67% 37% 50%

Wakefield 2,210 1.1% 3,100 75% 67% 13% 42%

York 2,480 1.8% 4,990 76% 88% 3% 3%

North Yorkshire 4,200 1.2% 6,590 71% 77% 4% 13%

Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 
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2.13 Combined Authority Summary (2018/19) 

 

  

Number of 

Learners

Learners as 

a % 18-64 

Population

Number of 

Enrolments
% Female % Over 35 % BAME % Deprived

Greater Manchester 23,230 1.3% 41,040 72% 63% 51% 65%

Sheffield City Region 11,620 1.4% 21,330 76% 66% 20% 50%

West Yorkshire 20,970 1.5% 34,330 73% 65% 37% 54%

Liverpool City Region 20,990 2.2% 28,600 71% 63% 18% 69%

Tees Valley 7,890 2.0% 10,740 69% 61% 20% 55%

West Midlands 19,970 1.1% 37,000 73% 68% 45% 54%

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 8,000 6.6% 11,570 74% 78% 10% 10%

West of England 3,900 0.6% 5,570 69% 65% 26% 33%

North East 13,450 1.9% 23,190 68% 68% 7% 46%

North of Tyne 4,450 0.9% 8,100 70% 71% 18% 39%

Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 
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Section 3: Adult Education Budget (Excl. Community Learning) 
 

Section 3 shows the profile of learning for Local Authority providers delivering Adult 

Education Budget. This section excludes learning aims funded through Community Learning 

Budget. There were 128 local authorities delivering this provision in 2018/19. 

 

3.1 Overall 
 

Total Number of AEB Learners by Year 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 

 
Participation in AEB Learners by Year 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) & England population mid-year 

estimates 
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Total Number of AEB Enrolments by Year 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 

 
Total Number of AEB Delivery Location by Year (Unique Delivery Postcodes) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 
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3.2 Age Band 
 

Percentage of Learners by Age Band (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 

 
Trends in Learner Numbers by Age Band 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 
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Percentage Change between 2016/17 & 2018/19 by Age Band 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 & 2018/19 (R14) 
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3.3 Ethnicity 
 

Percentage of Learners by Ethnicity- Broad Groups (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 

 
Trends in Learner Numbers by Broad Ethnic Group 

 
 Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 
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Percentage Change between 2016/17 & 2018/19 by Broad Ethnic Groups 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 & 2018/19 (R14) 

  



HOLEX:  The Reach and Scope of ACE Provision 
 

 

 

38 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Number of Learners by Ethnicity 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 

  

2016/17 2017/18 2018/19
2019/20 

(Part Year)

English / Welsh / Scottish / Northern Irish / British 55,240 57,070 52,240 34,640

Irish 470 520 460 270

Gypsy or Irish Traveller 130 110 80 50

Any Other White background 15,150 15,420 14,650 10,410

White Total 71,000 73,120 67,440 45,360

White and Black Caribbean 870 880 870 620

White and Black African 750 770 780 570

White and Asian 640 700 790 590

Any Other Mixed / multiple ethnic background 970 1,140 1,230 870

Mixed / Multiple Ethnic Group Total 3,230 3,480 3,660 2,640

Indian 3,520 3,610 3,680 2,730

Pakistani 6,170 6,170 6,160 4,750

Bangladeshi 3,650 4,210 4,260 3,120

Chinese 1,050 1,190 1,190 830

Any other Asian Background 4,590 5,210 5,160 3,970

Asian / Asian British - Total 18,980 20,380 20,460 15,400

African 8,000 8,700 9,080 6,960

Caribbean 2,560 2,640 2,640 1,900

Any other Black / African / Caribbean background 1,190 1,290 1,290 920

Black / African / Caribbean / Black British - Total 11,760 12,620 13,010 9,780

Arab 3,060 3,690 4,110 3,300

Any other ethnic group 3,780 4,130 4,300 3,360

Other ethnic group - Total 6,840 7,820 8,410 6,660

Not provided 5,140 2,270 3,690 8,200

Grand Total 116,950 119,700 116,670 88,050
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3.4 Sex 
 

Percentage of Learners by Sex (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 

 
 

Trends in Learner Numbers by Sex 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 
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Percentage Change between 2016/17 & 2018/19 by Sex 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 & 2018/19 (R14) 
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3.5 Deprivation 
 

Percentage of Learners by Deprivation Decile (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) and Indices of Deprivation 2019 
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3.6 Subject 
 

Number of Enrolments by Subject (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 
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Percentage Change between 2016/17 & 2018/19 by Subject 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 & 2018/19 (R14) 
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3.7 Qualification Type 
 

Number of Enrolments by Qualification Type (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 
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Percentage Change between 2016/17 & 2018/19 by Qualification Type 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 & 2018/19 (R14) 
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3.8 Level 
 

Number of Enrolments by Level (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 

 
Trends in Enrolments by Level 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 
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Percentage Change between 2016/17 & 2018/19 by Level 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 & 2018/19 (R14) 
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3.9 Learner Home Region 
 

Percentage of Population on Adult Education Budget by Region (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 

 
Percentage Change between 2016/17 & 2018/19 by Region 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 & 2018/19(R14) 
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3.10  Geographical Analysis 
 

Number of Learners by Local Authority District (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 
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Section 4: Other Funded Learning Delivered by Local 
Authorities 
 
Most local authorities focus their provision on Community Learning and Adult Education 
Budget, however some authorities also deliver significant amount of learning from other 
funding streams. This section summaries deliver of this provision 
 

4.1 Advanced Learner Loans 
 

Section 4.1 shows the profile of learning for Local Authority providers delivering Advanced 

Learner Loans. There were 60 local authorities delivering this provision in 2018/19. 
 

Total Number of Learners with an Advanced Learner Loan by Year 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 

 
Total Number of Advanced Learner Loan Enrolments by Year 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 
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Number of Learners by Learner Characteristics 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14)  

 
Number of Enrolments by Course Characteristics 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14)  

2018/19
Number of 

Learners
%

Overall 2,860 100%

Sex

Female 2,550 89%

Male 310 11%

Age Band

Under 25 210 7%

25-34 920 32%

35-44 1,050 37%

45-59 610 21%

60+ 60 2%

Broad Ethnic Group

Asian / Asian British 320 11%

Black / African / Caribbean / Black British 190 7%

Mixed / Multiple ethnic group 60 2%

White 2,140 75%

Other ethnic group 70 2%

Not provided 80 3%

Number of 

Enrolments
%

Overall 2,910 100%

Subject Area

01. Health 1,360 47%

02. Science and Maths 20 1%

07. Retail 110 4%

09. Art 80 3%

12. Languages 70 2%

13. Education 920 32%

15. Business 210 7%

99. Other 150 5%
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4.2 16-19 Funded Provision 
 

Section 4.2 shows the profile of learning for Local Authority providers delivering 16-19 

Funded Provision. There were 59 local authorities delivering this provision in 2018/19. 
 

Total Number of 16-19 Funded Learners by Year 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 

 
Total Number of 16-19 Funded Enrolments by Year 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 
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Number of Learners by Learner Characteristics (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14)  

 
Number of Enrolments by Course Characteristics (2018/19) 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14)  

2018/19
Number of 

Learners
%

Overall 4,570 100%

Sex

Female 1,730 38%

Male 2,840 62%

Broad Ethnic Group

Asian / Asian British 180 4%

Black / African / Caribbean / Black British 290 6%

Mixed / Multiple ethnic group 190 4%

White 3,600 79%

Other ethnic group 100 2%

Not provided 400 9%

Number of 

Enrolments
%

Overall 13,380 100%

Subject Area

Health, Public Services and Care 450 3%

Science and Mathematics 410 3%

Engineering and Manufacturing Technologies 170 1%

Construction, Planning and the Built Environment 290 2%

Information and Communication Technology 210 2%

Retail and Commercial Enterprise 310 2%

Arts, Media and Publishing 230 2%

Languages, Literature and Culture 430 3%

Education and Training 90 1%

Foundations for Learning and Life 7,460 56%

Preparation for Work 2,250 17%

Business, Administration and Law 130 1%

Other 960 7%

Level

Entry Level 4,070 30%

Level 1 5,540 41%

Level 2 2,910 22%

Level 3+ 690 5%

Other 170 1%
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4.3 Apprenticeships 
 

Section 4.3 shows the profile of learning for Local Authority providers delivering 

Apprenticeships. There were 75 local authorities delivering this provision in 2018/19. 
 
 

Total Number Apprenticeships by Year 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 
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Number of Learners by Learner Characteristics 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14)  

 
Number of Enrolments by Course Characteristics 

 
Source: Individualised Learner Record 2018/19 (R14) 

2018/19
Number of 

Apprenticeships
%

Overall 11,910 100%

Sex

Female 7,780 65%

Male 4,140 35%

Age Band

Under 25 7,040 59%

25-34 1,990 17%

35-44 1,480 12%

45-59 1,340 11%

60+ 70 1%

Broad Ethnic Group

Asian / Asian British 570 5%

Black / African / Caribbean / Black British 470 4%

Mixed / Multiple ethnic group 300 3%

White 9,710 82%

Other ethnic group 90 1%

Not provided 770 6%

Number of 

Apprenticeships
%

Overall 11,910 100%

Subject Area

Health, Public Services and Care 2,920 25%

Engineering and Manufacturing Technologies 710 6%

Construction, Planning and the Built Environment 410 3%

Information and Communication Technology 180 1%

Retail and Commercial Enterprise 270 2%

Arts, Media and Publishing 30 0%

Education and Training 1,170 10%

Business, Administration and Law 5,990 50%

Other 240 2%
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Section 5: Data Sources and Definitions 
 

This work contains statistical data from ONS which is Crown Copyright. The use of the ONS 

statistical data in this work does not imply the endorsement of the ONS in relation to the 

interpretation or analysis of the statistical data. This work uses research datasets which may 

not exactly reproduce National Statistics aggregates. 

 

This report is based on the following data sources: 

 

• Individualised Learner Record 

o 2016/17 – 2018/19 (R14) 

• Learning Aim Database 

• Indices of Deprivation 

• Mid-Year Population Estimates 

• Rural Urban Classification (Middle Super Output Area) 

 

To identify the learners within each section of this report the following data filters have been 

applied to the Individualised Learner Record. 

 
Community Learning 

• Community Learning Funding Model 

• Learning Aims active within the relevant academic year 

• Learning Aims with a Community Learning Type record 

 

Adult Education Budget 

• Adult Skills Model 

• Excluding Apprenticeships 

• Learning Aims active within the relevant academic year 

• Learning Aims passing the funding qualifying period 

• Learners attending Local Authorities 

 

16-19 Learners 

• 16-19 Funding Model 

• Learning Aims active within the relevant academic year 

• Learning Aims passing the funding qualifying period 

• Excluding work experience learning aims 

• Learners attending Local Authorities 

 

Advanced Learner Loans 

• Aims identified as funded via an Advanced Learner Loan 

• Learning Aims active within the relevant academic year 

• Learning Aims passing the funding qualifying period 

• Learners attending Local Authorities 

 

Apprenticeships 

• Aims identified as being as part of an apprenticeship 

• Learning Aims active within the relevant academic year 

• Learning Aims passing the funding qualifying period 

• Learners attending Local Authorities 

 


